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Selection of Useful Cultivars and a Method of Heat Insulation in Semi-forcing Melon
Culture for Harvesting in April

Kenichi Kaneko, Takashi Ogawara, Fumiaki Usukr and Fumio Sakuma

Summary

Varietal characteristics and a method of heat insulation were examined to stabilize melon production in semi-

forcing culture for harvesting in April.

1. ‘Otome’ Melon was suitable for semi-forcing culture for harvesting in April. It has high elongation, stabilized

bearing and large fruit under low temperature. Its fruit has good appearance and high quality content.

2. Installation of a curtain increased the air temperature by 2°C around the melon stock and the soil temperature

by 1C under the melon stock.

3. The difference in growth and yield by the use of the curtain was the biggest. Installation of the curtain

accelerated flowering by 6 days, and increased fruit weight 25%.

4. It seemed suitable to introduce ‘Otome’ Melon and to install a curtain in plastic houses over 5.4 m frontage in

semi-forcing melon culture for harvesting in April.
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