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Characteristics of the Recommended Cultivar

‘Milky Queen’ in Ibaraki Prefecture , Japan

Tadashi IZUMISAWA!, Kenichi TANAKA , Etsuo NAKAGAWA and Mikio KANOU
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Summary
‘Milky Queen’, arice cultivar with a low amylose content in the endosperm, was developed at National Agriculture Research
Center, in 1995 and released in Ibaraki Prefecture as the recommended cultivar in 2000. After 2008, it has been cultivated
more than 1,000 ha every year.
Several important Characteristics are as follows.
1. The heading time and the maturing time of ‘Milky Queen’ are nearly equivalent to those of ‘Koshihikari’. The lodging
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resistance of both the varieties are equally weak. The occurrence of rice blast and sheath blight in paddy field on ‘Milky
Queen’ are highly similar to those of ‘Koshihikari’.

2. The culm length, the panicle length ,the panicle number and the yield are nearly equivalent to those of ‘Koshihikari’.
The thousand kernel weight of ‘Milky Queen’ is lighter than that of ‘Koshihikari’ about 0.5g.

3. The brown rice of ‘Milky Queen’ is translucent. The grain quality of ‘Milky Queen’ is superior to that of ‘Koshihikari’.
Because ‘Milky Queen’ shows high viscosity and soft texture, its eating quality is evaluated higher than that of
‘Koshihikari’. When ‘Milky Queen’ is mixed with ‘Chiyonishiki’, eating quality of ‘Chiyonishiki’ is improved.

keywords : eating quality, low amylose, Milky Queen, paddy rice, recommended variety
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