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Effect of branch age and density of lateral branch

on yield and fruit quality in Japanese Pear ‘Keisui’

Keisuke KAGAWA!, Hidenori ICHIGE, Iwao TERAKADO and Akira SHIMIZU

Summary
In order to obtain an index at the time of pruning the Japanese pear, ‘Keisui’, we studied how the age and density
of lateral branches affect the fruit yield and quality of the pear. It was observed that the fruit weight and yield of 2-5
years old lateral branches were superior to those of 1 year old lateral branches. Therefore, it was suggested that 2-5
years old lateral branches were ideal for mainstream use. Also, positive correlations were observed between the
density of lateral branches and the yield over a 10a area.
From these results, we concluded that a lateral branch density greater than 350cm/m? is necessary to attain a yield

higher than 5t/10a for the Japanese pear, ‘Keisui’.

Keywords : Japanese pear, ‘Keisui’ , density of lateral branches, yield, fruit quality
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