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Agricultural characteristics of green tea ‘Harunonagori’ in Ibaraki Prefecture

Mitsuyoshi TERADA! and Hitoshi OSADA

Summary
To select a suitable cultivar for green tea in Ibaraki prefecture, we compared six cultivars from mid to late budding with . As

a result, we screened ‘Harunonagori’ and ‘Miyamakaori’ for the followings reasons: (a) two cultivars for green tea were late
budding, the plucking time of 1st crop is about 2-4 days later than in “Yabukita’, (b) they were resistant to cold damage in
midwinter and Tea Anthracnose, (c) their yields are higher than that of “Yabukita’ by around 20%, (d) they had more amino
acids and less tannin than “Yabukita’, () the quality of processed tea was equal to or greater than “Yabukita’.

To select the best cultivar, we sent unrefined tea samples and a questionnaire regarding tea quality to tea farmers who own a
manufacturing factory within this prefecture. The result of the questionnaire, ‘Harunonagori’ was highly regarded for its good

balance and brisk smell. ‘Harunonagori’ was rated with a higher score over Miyamakaori’ and “Yabukita’.
From these results, ‘Harunonagori’ was selected as a late budding cultivar for green tea in Ibaraki prefecture.

Keywords: tea, cultivar, Harunonagori, selection

1 Address: Mountainous Agricultural Research Station, Ibaraki,Agriculture Center, 6690-1 Korofuji, Daigo, Ibaraki 319-3361,
Japan



