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Breeding of Zoisia ‘Tsukuba Taro’ , ‘Tsukuba Kagayaki' and ‘Tsukuba Hime'

Akira Asano, Seishi Takacl, Towa NAGaAl , Tsutomu ICHIMURA,
Tomoyuki Komagarta, Nobuyuki Kapowaxi and Takeshi Motozu

Summary

‘Tsukuba Taro’, ‘Tsukuba Kagayaki' and ‘Tsukuba Hime' were bred for commercial use and expanding grower's
motivation. Zoisia japonica Tsukuba Taro’ was the most practical line selected from lines collected in 1990 from
commercial nursery farms in Tsukuba. The cultivar was deep green with vigor, thus was useful for urban and road
landscaping. Zoisia matrella ‘Tsukuba Kagayaki was selected through the same process as “Tsukuba Taro’ . The cultivar
was tolerant to Rhizoctonia solani and trampling, thus was useful for landscaping of urban areas, road areas and school
grounds. Zoisia tenuifolia “Tsukuba Hime' was an induced mutation by y -ray irradiation at 40Gy to the line selected

through the same process as “Tsukuba Taro . The cultivar had a long green period and non-flowering period, thus was

useful for parks and garden landscaping.
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