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Raising Grafted Seedlings for Melon in a Semi-Forcing Culture

Kenichi KANEKO and Toshihiro UETA

Summary

Efficient graftage methods and suitable environments for grafting were examined for the production of grafted

melon plants. Cutting-grafts from root prunings showed superior working efficiency. The growth and fruit yield of

root-pruned plants after transplanting were similar to those of field-grafting plants. A row cover made of

polyethylene kept the relative humidity stable at 10096, improved taking in grafted seedlings, and improving their

characteristics. Low light intensity increased the degree of wilt and resulted in inferior seedling growth. The

maximum temperature under shade with a reflective sheet (Tyvek; Du Pont) was lower than that under shade with

black cheesecloth (3°C).
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