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On the Anadromous Migration of Eel Anguilla japonica,
Japanese Perch-Sea-Woll Lateolabrax jeponicus and Mullet
Mugil cephalus to Lakes Kasumigaura and Kitaura

Toshio KASEBAYASHI

Synopsis

The present paper is intended to clarify in part the anadromous ecology of
eel, Japanese perch-sea-wolf and mullet, which move through the Hitachi River
on their way into the Kasumigaura and Kitaura lakes, on the basis of the
examination of these fishes caught in the above river during the period December
1960 to July 1961.

The auther’s investigation reveals that eel migrates from December to May and
the peak period is from the end of February to mid -April. Usually eel migrates
at night taking advantage of the rising tide and on the other hand it rarely
does so at the day-time or when the tide is falling down. At the migrating
season its total length ranges 56mm to 57mm on average. Japanese perch-sea-wolf
ascends from January to May and the migration is most active during the
months of February and March. Perch traveling on the rising tide is more
abundant in quantity during the day-time than at night. The largest quantity
is observed when the peak in the high tide coincides with morning or night.
At the time of migration perch has the average total length of 20mm to 26mm.
As to mullet, its migration begins in December and ends in April reaching the
peak in March. Mullet travels along near the edge of the bank taking advantage
of the rising tide during the day-time. In the migrating period mullet 1s appro-
ximately 30mm to 33mm in total length.
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