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Growth Characterics of New Japanese Pear Cultivars
‘Hatsumaru’, ‘Rinka’, ‘Hoshiakari’, ‘Narumi’, and ‘Kanta’

in Kasama City, Ibaraki Prefecture

Keisuke KAGAWA!, Hidenori ICHIGE, Iwao TERAKADO and Akira SHIMIZU

Summary

In this study, we investigated the fruit characteristics of Japanese pears ‘Hatsumaru’, ‘Rinka’, ‘Hoshiakari’,
‘Narumi’, and ‘Kanta’ grown by the Institute of Fruit Tree and Tea Science of the National Agriculture and Food
Research Organization (NARO).

‘Hatsumaru’ was harvested earlier and had better eating quality than the control cultivar ‘Kosui’, but the fruits were
smaller and had lower yield.

‘Rinka’ was harvested simultaneously as ‘Kosui’ and had a larger fruit weight and was higher in sugar. However,
there are many points that need to be considered when introducing this cultivar in terms of cultivability and storage.

‘Hoshiakari’ has scab resistance, and ‘Narumi’ has self-compatibility. These characteristics are not found in the
cultivars in Ibaraki Prefecture. However, they were not superior to the control cultivar 'Hosui' in yield and cultivability.

‘Kanta’ had strong vigor and was considered that it was easy for the pear farmers to cultivate, because of superior
characteristics compared to the control cultivar ‘Niitaka’. Therefore, ‘Kanta’ was expected to be popularized in
Ibaraki Prefecture. Fruits of ‘Kanta’ bagged with single white bags at around 60 days after full bloom were higher in
sugar than those without bags, although their appearance was impaired.

Keywords: Japanese pear, new cultivar, fruit quality, adaptability, bagging

1 Address: Horticultural Research Institute, Ibaraki Agricultural Center, 3165-1 Ago, Kasama, Ibaraki 319-0292,
Japan





