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Distributions of schools of Japanese anchovy larvae in the coastal waters of Kashima-nada.

Atsushi TOMINAGA and Akira NIHIRA

Abstract

To clarify fishing ground formation factors of Japanese anchovy larvae of 20 to 35mm in total
length, so-called “Shirasu” in Japanese, densities of Shirasu schools were analyzed by echo
sounder in the coastal waters of Kashima-nada in September 1995. Shirasu schools were distributed
in the bottom layer, and high density areas were in shallower waters than 20m depth. Higher
temperature, salinity and lower transparency were indicated in near-shore waters. Although,
differences between in near-shore waters and off-shore waters in dencities of chlorophyll-a and

zooplanktons could not be recognized.
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