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. A deflagration may propagate back to the spill site if the vapor concentration along this path is
EnV|r°n mental Assess ment for sufficiently high to support the combustion process. When the flame reaches vapor concentrations above
the UFL, the deflagration could transition to a fireball and result in a pool or jet fire back at the source. A

fireball would ocecur near the source of the release and would be of a relatively short duration compared to

the Sabine Pass Liquefaction Project i i

Cameron Pansh, Louisiana The extent of the affected area and the severity of the impacts on objects either within an ignited
cloud or in the vicinity of a pool fire would primarily be dependent on the quantity and duration of the
initial release, the surrounding terrain, and the environmental conditions present during the dispersion of

December 2011 the cloud. Radiant heat and dispersion modeling are discussed in Section 2.8.5.

Sabine Pass Liquefaction, LLC Fires may also cause failures of nearby storage vessels, piping, and equipment. The failure of a
and Sabine Pass LNG, L.P: pressurized vessel could cause fragments of material to fly through the air at high velocities, posing
Docket No. CP11-72-000 damage to surrounding structures and a hazard for operating staff, emergency personnel, or other
individuals in proximity to the event. In addition, failure of a pressurized vessel when the liquid is at a
temperature significantly above its normal boiling point could result in a boiling-liquid-expanding-vapor
explosion (BLEVE). BLEVEs of flaimmable liquids can produce overpressures and a subsequent fireball
when the superheated liquid rapidly changes from a liquid to a vapor upon the release from the vessel.
Atmospheric storage tanks are unlikely to BLEVE due fo the smaller difference between their design
4 X pressure and ambient pressure.

Overpressures

{ L KEEREOHRERA V1L, 4 I DRHENE
i el AREEDEAUNSS, BLEVEIZEYHL . (H3BHR)

flame travel d1stance

The potential for unconfined LNG vapor cloud detonations was investigated by the Coast Guard
in the late 1970s at the Naval Weapons Center at China Lake, California. Using methane, the primary
component of natural gas, several experiments were conducted to determine whether unconfined LNG
vapor clouds would detonate. Unconfined methane vapor clouds ignited with Tow-energy ignition sources
(13.5 J), produced flame speeds ranging from 12 to 20 mph. These flame speeds are much lower than the
flame speeds associaled with a deflagration with damaging overpressures or a detonation.

To examine the potential for detonation of an unconfined natural gas cloud containing heavier
Iiydrocarbons that are more reactive, such as ethane and propane, the Coast Guard conducted further tests
on ambient-temperature fuel mixtures of met ethane and methane-propane. The tests indicated that
the addition of heavier hydrocarbons influenced the tendency of an unconfined natural gas vapor cloud to

~detonate. Less processed natural gas with greater amounts of heavier hydrocarbons would be more
sensitive to detonation.

Although it has been possible to produce damaging overpressures and detonations of unconfined
LNG vapor clouds, the natural gas delivered by pipeline for liquefaction and export would have lower
ethane and propane concentrations than those that resulted in damaging overpressures and detonations.
r The substantial amount of initiating explosives needed to create the shock initiation during the limited
f range of vapor-air concentrations also renders the possibility of detonation of these vapors at an LNG
\'-.. m plant as unrealistic. Consequently, the primary hazards to the public from an LNG spill, either on land or

water, would be from dispersion of the flammable vapors or from radiant heat generated by a pool fire.

Cooperating Agencles:

U.S. Department  U.S. Army Corps

Federal Energy of Transpartation of Engineers In comparison with LNG vapor clouds, there is a higher potential for unconfined propane clouds
Regulat I T o to produce damaging overpressures, and an even higher potential for unconfined ethylenc vapor clouds to
egl;mut:urz'm;r:mlsson Departmant of Energy produce damaging overpressures. Unconfined ethylene vapor clouds also have the potential to transition
Washinglon, DC 20426 DDE/EA-18AS
DDE Docket No. FE 10-111-LNG
{DOE corrected cover: 7/31/2012) 2.71

Environmental Assessment for the Sabine Pass Liquefaction Project $x#%
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission CKEI LRI F—EERIRIILTF—RFAZTES
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