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ECOSYSTEM SERVICES OF LAKE KASUMIGAURA
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Currently, about 960 thousand people live in the Kasumigaura basin. Agriculture and industry are popular because of the proximity of the Kashima coastal
industrial zone and the wide distribution of paddy fields, lotus fields, and upland fields around Lake Kasumigaura. Many of these daily living and economic
activities use water from Lake Kasumigaura. In addition, the fishery industry, such as fishing of smelt and cultivation of carp, is active in Lake Kasumigaura, and
traditional aspects such as production of Tsukudani (fish boiled in soy sauce) and operation of Hobikisen (large white sail boats) are maintained and leveraged as
tourist resources. Kasumigaura is surrounded by concrete embankments, and the water level is controlled by the Hitachi River Flood Gate. In addition to providing
water for agriculture and industry, the flood gate adjusts to contain floodwaters during heavy rain. Thus, many people receive diverse benefits (ecosystem
services) from Lake Kasumigaura. To ensure that people can continue to use Kasumigaura’s ecosystem services in the future, it is necessary to understand what
types of services are used and how much benefit people receive, and to link this to lake basin management.
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