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The Living Crafts in Ibaraki
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Kasama-yaki (Kasama)

A style of Japanese pottery made in
Kasama with a history of over 200 years.
Unique pottery pieces are created by many
artists.
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Awano Shunkeinuri (Shirosato)
The oldest Japanese lacquerware that rivals
the Hida-Shunkei lacquerware and the
Noshiro lacquerware.
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Tsukubane-yaki (Tsukuba)

Pottery made using clay collected from
the foot of Mt. Tsukuba. The potters of
Tsukubane-yaki create their pieces with
practicality in mind. Hoping that their
products will be used every day.
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Yamizonuri (Daigo)

Daigo is known as the home of high-
quality lacquer from long ago. This
lacquerware often uses Daigo lacquer to
reflect the calm atmosphere of Daigo. The
more it is used, the more its shine and
charm are shown.
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Izuratenshin-yaki (Kita-Ibaraki)
Originating in Kitaibaraki, this ceramic
industry utilizes the Gairome clay. One
of the characteristics of Gairome clay is
its appearance. The clay seems like it was
dusted with sesame, perfect for making
pottery.
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Kirigeta in Yuki (Chikuse, Joso)

Geta, Japanese footwear, made from
paulownia wood. This footwear
compliments the kimono, but it is also
perfect for casualwear.
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Kiritansu in Yuki (Yuki)

An exceptional product in Yuki, this
chest is made from paulownia wood. It is
known for its resistance to moisture and
how well it breathes, making it perfect for
storing clothing.
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Japanese Cedar Handiwork in
Fuchu, Ishioka (Ishioka)

Fuchu flourished with sake breweries
and cedar wood-container producers.
Now they are known for their interior
and garden ornaments made from
burnt Japanese cedars.
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Mito Yanaka-no-Oke (Mito)

A traditional container made from
wood, still created using the original
method. The oval-shaped containers are
unique to this studio, and they are the
perfect containers for rice, miso, and

pickles.
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Paulownia Wood Chest of Ishioka
(Ishioka)

Ishioka city was once regarded as the city of
paulownia (Princess Tree), famous for making
treasure chests for shrines and temples, as
well as containers for pottery and food. The
craftsman does everything from selecting the
lumber, crafting to selling. Other accessories
are also trendy for their creative designs.
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Hinuma Rod (Mito)

Handmade Japanese fishing rod of
very great quality, a tool used by local
fishermen for catching various kinds of

fish.
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Ibaraki Kumiko

(Omitama, Kamisu,Hitachinaka)
Kumiko is a traditional technique where
wooden pieces are assembled by hand to create
delicate geometric patterns without the use
of nails. It adds utility and beauty to Japanese
architectural fittings such as shoji, and ranma.
Different colorings are made possible by the
combination of various types of wooden pieces.
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Rattan Craft
(Shimotsuma,Kamisu)

Rattan is a perfect material to create
useful daily objects such as furniture,
bags, and carts. Geometric patterns a
woven by hand.
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Koga Bamboo Pictures (Koga)
Pictures drawn with bamboos, these
pictures reflect the beauty and softness of
the evergreen plants. The wild bamboos
create lovely work of art.
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Takeya, Bamboo Arrow (Ishioka)
Japanese archery uses bamboo arrows
called takeya. They are individually
made by hand using charcoal fire,
and it is essential that these arrows are
perfectly straight.
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Nishi-no-Uchi Washi
(Hitachiomiya)

A Japanese paper (washi) made from the
mulberry bush. Nishi-no-Uchi Washi is
durable and thin with a unique texture.
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Sesson Uchiwa (Hitachiota)

A Japanese fan with Sesson-
style pictures drawn by monks of
Muromachi. Perfect for use during the
summer heat.
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Kana Ryoushi (Hitachiota)
Japanese paper exclusively for Kana
(Japanese syllabic scripts). These papers are
decorated with gold and silver, and some
are dyed with plants.
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Kokujuseki Daigo Suzuri (Daigo)
Inkstones made from unique stones in
Daigo. The Kokujuseki Daigo Suzuri is
loved by many calligraphers and writers.
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Silk Dyeing in Mitsukaido (Joso)
Artists using dye for their crafts
has lived in Mitsukaido for the past
50 years. Each piece is diverse and
displays the unique characteristics of
each artist.
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Yuki-Tsumugi (Yuki)

A traditional textile with beautiful textures
made since the Nara period in Ibaraki
Prefecture.
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Hitachijishi (Ishioka)

The lion mask is used in the
September festival in Ishioka. This
mask is revered as a talisman, and
people in this region come to show
their respects.
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Ishige Yuki-Tsumugi (Joso)

Pure silk fabrics with a long history. The
patters of Kasuri is hand drawn with
fingers.
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Suifu Chochin (Mito)

Japanese paper lanterns made in
Suifu, the original name for Mito.
This durable lantern is held together
by bamboo sticks and strings.
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Katsura Hina Dolls (Shirosato)
Hand-made dolls that are decorated
with altars to celebrate Girl's Festival
in March. The dolls are dressed like
court nobles from the Heian period
with costumes made sometimes with
Yukitsumugi or Freshwater Pearls.
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Incense (Ishioka)

Handmade from Japanese cedar needles
that are harvested without falling the
tree and are then ground to a paste
by traditional methods using a water
mill powered by the streams from Mt.
Tsukuba. The aromatic scent is a pleasure
to enjoy.
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Maiwai, Fishermen's Flag
(Oarai,Hitachinaka)

Maiwai is festive kimonos to celebrate
a successful catch, developed among
the fishermen who lived by the sea. The
traditional flags initially flown by boats to
signify a big catch of fish. Today they are
used as a decorative flag for festivals and
celebratory events.
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Ukiyo-e (Joso)

Ukiyo-e is a genre of Japanese art which
flourished during the Edo period. The
hand painting process is repeated again
and again, using the differently carved
woodblocks to over-print each individual
colour, which requires highly skilled
engravers and printers to work together.
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Handpainted Koinobori
(Kita-Ibaraki)

Meaning "carp streamer” in Japanese, are
carp-shaped windsocks traditionally flown
in Japan to celebrate Children's day. They
are made by drawing carp patterns on
paper, cloth or other nonwoven fabric.
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Makabe Stone Lantern
(Sakuragawa)

Traditional stone lanterns crafted in
Mﬂkﬂbe U.Sing lDCal CXCﬂVa[Ed stone. They
are primarily placed in temples, shrines
and gardens.
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Tortoise-Shell Artwork
(Sakuragawa)

Some traditional Japanese jewellery such
as hairpin, comb and brooch are made
with tortoiseshell. The beautiful mottled
appearance is crafted into artworks by
highly-skilled craftsmen in the region.
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Oho Broom (Tsukuba)

Hand knitted broom made from
traditional techniques in the Oho area.
Made in many different sizes, the local
materials are crafted carefully for durable
brushes that would last for as long as 15
years.
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Buddhist Bell (Sakuragawa)

Large bells found in Buddhist temples
throughout Japan. When the bell is struck
externally, a clean, clear echo is produced.
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Budogu (Mito)

The protective armour worn by those
who practice kendo, a Japanese martial
art. The Mito budogu is famous in Japan
for its durable material and polished
craftsmanship.
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Rice Grain Doll (Mito)

A beautiful miniature art that is
handprinted onto a grain of rice that is
less than 2mm in length. Usually, the
painting resembles the 12 Chinese zodiacs,

Mito Koumon or the seven gods on good
fortune.
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Kagami Crystal (Ryugasaki)

Japan’s first established crystal glass factory.
The craftsmen are masters of German glass-
making skills and techniques, including
hand glassblowing and manual cutting.
This high-quality glassware is supplied to
the Imperial Household Agency for official

receptions.
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Iris Hat (Itako)
A braided straw hat that was once used by
rice farmers for protection from sun and
rain, now it a popular craft decorated with
iris flower, the symbol of Itako city, as a
charm of happiness.
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Daruma doll (Hitachinaka)

A Daruma doll is a hollow, round,
traditional Papier-maché doll made with
washi paper. The crafting style is passed
down from Edo period. Daruma dolls are
seen as a symbol of happiness and good
luck, making them a popular New Year
gift.
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Hanjogasa (Namegata)

The Hanjogasa is a woven straw hat made
from soft rush. It is used as protection
from the sun and rain, while it is also
a charm to keep its holder away from
bad luck. Its name "Hanjo" also means
prosperity, making it a popular gift.
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Model of Hobikisen
(Kasumigaura)

The Hobikisen is a type of fishing boat
employed on Lake Kasumigaura, famous
for its large sail that is twice the size of
its body. The scale model is faithfully
replicated using the same red-cedar wood
to resemble its beautiful figure.
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Silk Cocoon Craft (Yuki)

These original crafts are made from
cocoons that are the same material for
Yuki-Tsumugi. The cocoons are cut open
and dyed, then sewed together to make
hats, bags, powder puffs and other delicate
crafts.
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TEL.029-301-3584

https://www.pref.ibaraki.jp/
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